The French Statute on Religious Dress at School
in the News
The [Toronto] National Post, 2 October 2004 [in English];
The [Melbourne] Age, 21 October 2004 [in English];
Libération (Paris), 18-19 December 2004 [in French and in English Translation].



"PO0T 19GOPO T ‘150d [PUOHUN] [01U040[ ] Y], *, SIATRISPRIL]
drwe[s] uo ueg yuaig PIp A[dwo)) 4s9j01] 0) peap] seaeyg [AS[00YPS WISNA,,



“Pupils Expelled Over Headscarves”, The [Melbourne] Age, 21 October 2004.
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“Voile: 43 éleves exclus depuis la rentrée”, Libération, 18-19 December 2004.
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uatre mois apréslaren-

trée, 43 éleves ont été
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Quelques conseils de discipli-
nedoivent encore avoir liew.
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vices de Fillon,
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fillesont «préféré» renoncera
une scolarisation plutét qu'a
leur foulard. Le ministére dé-
ment: «/ln’yapaseudecasde
déscolarisation.»

La «phase de dialogue», pré-
vue dansledispositifde laloi,
devait initialement durer



The Veil: 43 Students Expelled Since the Beginning of the School Year.
The Ministry has had to deal with 639 cases. Alsace leads in the number of expulsions.

Four months after the beginning of the school year, 43 students have been definitively expelled from
their schools in application of the statute on sccularism. This assessment, established by the Ministry of
Education, is not final. A few disciplinary meetings must still be held.

At the beginning of the school year, 639 students came to school with their head covered with a scarf, a
bandanna, or a Sikh turban. A few days later, 538 of them decided to remove their headgear. This left
101 cases. According to the [administrative] stafl of Frangois Fillon [the Minister of National
Education], 41 students cnrolled at the Cned [Centre national d’éducation a distance, i.e., National
Center for Distance Leamning] and 17 in a private institution — out of which ten or so went to Belgium.
With 17 disciplinary meectings, Alsace leads in the number of expulsions. The students mostly
presented their claims before the rectorates [i.e., the school boards] which all confirmed the exclusions.
Many suits have also been launched before administrative tribunals. Members of the Muslim
community have stated that there arc young girls who have “elected” to give up their school education
rather than their scarf. The ministry denies this : “There has been no case of a student ceasing to go to
school™.

The “dialogue stage™ contemplated by the statute was initially planned to last two weeks. But principals
and school inspectors were afraid that they would have to expel students right at the beginning of the
school year [at a time when] the kidnappers of the two French hostages in Irak were demanding the
repeal of the statute on secularism.

The “dramatization” surrounding the beginning of the school year, underlined by Hanifa Chenfi, [the
officer] responsible for secularism at the ministry, accounts in part for the delays in the process of
expulsion. But as time went by, the chances of finding another institution for the students diminished.
Thus, the three Sikh students in a Bobigny senior high school [i.e., a northem, largely working-class
and low-income Paris suburb] were tumed down by the institutions that were contacted, even by
private institutions.



